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de la Nation'. ******* Patriotic plays are
every where rehearsing".
This was the state of things on the day following that on
which M. de Lamartine, importuned by the people at the
Hotel de Ville to declare the red flag the national flag, made
the nohle reply that history will record as some extenuation
of his political errors:
" Citizens, for my part, never will I adopt the red flag; and
I will tell you, in a few words, why I will oppose it with all
the strength of my patriotism.
" The reason is, citizens, that the tri-colored flag has gone
round the world with our liberty and our glory, and the fed
flag has only gone round the Champs de Mars, dragged through
floods of the people's blood."
Here we have the extremes meeting—the arbiters of the
destinies of France were not so preoccupied with the perils of
the state but what they could attend to the most petty details
of the administration. . The theatrical bulletin of the paper
already quoted had the following:
" All the theatres are reopened. Our reporter visited them
all in succession yesterday. The boxes were all empty, but all
the other seats were filled. The ' Marseillaise' was sung every
where."
Notwithstanding these tokens of the apparent general satis-
faction, the very next day (March 1st) " A Workman" thus
emitted his views on the new organization to be given to the
theatres:
" The ci-devant royal theatres are, on account of the high
prices of admission, quite closed to the people. This state of
things must not be allowed to continue. These theatres, being
supported by an enormous subsidy, should, on the contrary,
be the most accessible to the people. These theatres are pos-
itively inaccessible to the people. Why should they be de-
prived of the pleasure a fine performance affords 1 The people
are not exacting; let them be allowed seats that can be ob-
tained without* lessening their small savings. Give to the
people all the enjoyments of the more favored by fortune."
Criticism in black coats united with criticism in blouses;
one of its organs spoke as follows:

